
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Sociology offers a spectrum of qualitatively oriented approaches, each providing specific 
methods of data collection and analysis that can be appropriately applied to field research in 
religious studies. Semi-structured interviews are one of the most popular methods for gathering 
data from respondents. What exactly is a semi-structured interview, when do we use it and how? 
We will discuss its methodological background and the practical steps involved in designing and 
using one, and we will come to understand the general advantages and limitations of this 
method. 
 
Petra Tlčimuková is an Assistant Professor at the Department of Social Work and Caritas Studies at the 
University of South Bohemia and a Research Fellow at the Department of Sociology at the University of Hradec 
Kralove. She holds an M.A. (2012) in Religious Studies from Masaryk University in Brno and a Ph.D. (2019) in 
Sociology from Palacky University in Olomouc. Her academic interests include sociological theory, qualitative 
sociological methodology, Eastern religious traditions and new religious movements. 
 
 

24 June 2024 
11:30–12:15 
Seminar Room 2 (Ground floor) 
Schenkenstraße 8-10 
 
Registration is kindly requested at religionswissenschaft@univie.ac.at.  

RELIGIOUS STUDIES WORKSHOP SERIES 

XI. SEMI-STRUCTURED 
INTERVIEWS: PRACTICAL USE 
AND LIMITATIONS 
Petra Tlčimuková  
 

mailto:religionswissenschaft@univie.ac.at

