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The Trial and Orgena (“A Negro” spelled backwards), in convinc-
ing NOI leaders of his ability to communicate NOI ideas and 
theology. Chapter Three covers aspects of the early years of his 
Ministry, including accusations of antisemitism and the Million 
Man March. Chapter Four is the longest chapter in the book, and 
it covers Farrakhan’s Ministry up to the present after the Million 
Man March (1995), including his response to the September 11 
attacks, the Obama and Trump Presidencies, collaboration with 
the Church of Scientology, and the COVID-19 pandemic. Gibson 
clearly writes about the pleasant and concerning aspects of 
Louis Farrakhan and his life, and her conclusion demonstrates 
that Farrakhan (and herself) have given considerable thought to 
the future of the post-Farrakhan Nation of Islam.

Jacques Parker
University of California, Santa Barbara

Throughout this work, Petrey focuses on kinship as a central 
interpretative frame, which brings about noteworthy conclu-
sions available to those willing to read it. Some may find issue 
with the framing of strictly heterosexual, gender-binaristic, 
and monogamous as “misinterpretations” when making this 
argument. However, this brilliant book argues for something 
greater than the limiting gender and sexual structures of those 
so-called “misinterpretations,” and it is definitely worth read-
ing for anyone interested in Mormon studies.

Jacques Parker
University of California, Santa Barbara

QUEERING KINSHIP IN THE MORMON COSMOS. By Taylor 
G. Petrey. The University of North Carolina Press, 2024. Pp. xiv 
+ 200. Hardback, $99.00; Paperback, $27.95.

Petrey is a professor of religion at Kalamazoo College (Michigan). 
This book is the second piece in a set of intertwined works, 
the other being Tabernacles of Clay: Sexuality and Gender in 
Modern Mormonism (University of North Carolina Press, 2020). 
Queering Kinship is the theological companion text to that his-
torical study. His introduction is short and to the point: It be-
gins with a vignette of Charlie Bird, at one time Brigham Young 
University’s mascot performer, and banks into a short discus-
sion of queer studies, Mormon studies, and religious stud-
ies. Chapter One reconsiders the “gulf” between kinship and 
sexuality in previous studies of Mormonism, including Peter 
Coviello’s Make Yourselves Gods and Richard Bushman’s Joseph 
Smith: Rough Stone Rolling. Petrey introduces the concept of 
“lust” to span this gulf between these binary concepts. Chapter 
Two complicates the gendered and (homo)sexual relationships 
between divine beings, namely the Godhead. Chapter Three 
contends with similar complications with the Heavenly Mother, 
including the gender essentialism of motherhood and father-
hood. Chapter Four considers three passages from Genesis that 
generally generate gender-essentialist interpretations of the 
Bible and Mormon theology. Petrey concludes that these pas-
sages do not “preclude gender and sexual fluidity” in Mormon 
theology. Chapter Five discusses materialism, the ways it has 
been used to bio-essentialize the gender binary, and ways of 
reinterpreting Mormon materialism to break that essentialism 
in what he calls “mythological materialism.” Chapter Six deals 
in potential new forms of kinship, informed by the practices 
of polygamy and adoption, and the ways that these can both 
expand and contract the experience of queering and being 
queered. The afterword helps place the book among the other 
studies of Mormon queerness and religious studies in general. 

OCCULT EAST ASIA: EURO-AMERICAN PERSPECTIVES. 
Edited by Lukas K. Pokorny and Franz Winter. Brill, 2026. Pp. 
x + 262. Paperback, €68.90.

This edited volume brings together a group of European schol-
ars, including both well-established and emerging voices, who 
in recent years have begun investigating the pervasive influ-
ence of East Asian spiritual traditions on Western esoteric 
imagery. Most of these scholars have contributed to another re-
cent seminal volume, Appropriating the Dao: The Euro-American 
Esoteric Reception of China, published by Bloomsbury in 2024. 
The contributions to this collection are revised articles, which 
were previously published in two special issues of NVMEN 
and the Vienna Journal of East Asian Studies dedicated to Euro-
American reception of East Asia in Euro-American esotericism. 
Most chapters deal primarily with “occult China.” There is also 
a clear chronological focus, roughly spanning the nineteenth 
century to the mid-twentieth century. This choice is significant, 
as it situates the birth of “Occult East Asia” within the “Chinese 
Century of Humiliation,” showing how Euro-American actors 
constructed their images of China and East Asia from a hege-
monic perspective, often reinforced by colonialism. Chapter 
One, by Julian Strube, functions as a theoretical umbrella, 
demonstrating not only how European thinkers were influ-
enced by East Asian—especially Chinese and Japanese—ideas, 
but also how the very discursive formation of esotericism 
can be said to have emerged from the entanglement of Jesuit 
scholarship and East Asian religious knowledge. Franz Winter 
focuses on the importance of China for Saint-Yves d’Alveydre 
(1842–1909) (Chapter Two) and on the Yìjīng 易經 and Fúxī 
伏羲 in French occultism (Chapter Four). Lukas K. Pokorny 
traces ever-changing interpretations of Confucius in the Euro-
American esoteric landscape (Chapter Three) and examines 
the importance of the Dàodéjīng 道德經 in the early (German) 
Theosophical Society (Chapter Five). The importance of China 
in the anthroposophical imagery is discussed in Chapter Seven 
by Olav Hammer and Karen Swartz-Hammer, while Chapter 
Nine, by Johan Nilsson, stresses the relevance of the Dàodéjīng 
for the English “Prophet of Thelema,” Aleister Crowley 
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(1875–1947). Lastly, Davide Marino studies the entanglement 
of French colonialism in Indochina and occultism (Chapter Six), 
the “Easternization” of two French occultist journals at the turn 
of the twentieth century (Chapter Eight), and the role of Daoism 
in the work of the esotericist Giulio “Julius” Evola (1898–1974; 
Chapter Ten). In an era marked by increasing division between 
geopolitical blocs, contributions that perceptively demonstrate 
how world cultures are not mutually exclusive but deeply inter-
twined are especially timely.

Zhang Xinzhang1 and Wang Lixiao2

1 Hangzhou City University; 2 Xinjiang Normal University

South Asia

SOUL AND SELF IN VEDIC INDIA. By Per-Johan Norelius. 
Numen Book Series: Studies in the History of Religions, 176. 
Brill, 2023. Pp. xii + 633. Hardback, $199.

Per-Johan Norelius’ Soul and Self in Vedic India explores a his-
tory of Indian religious thought and concepts of the human 
and life. He presents the gradual historical unfolding of differ-
ent Vedic views on life, breath, and mind that were fused to 
the metaphysical concepts of ātman (self) and rebirth in the 
Upaniṣads. The first section of the book consists of the author’s 
reflection on the notion of the “soul.” Norelius warns that the 
word “soul” should not be used in an uncritical way because 
it is a term strongly related to Christianity; however, he still 
uses it as an analytical category and defines it carefully for the 
study of comparative religions. His nuanced methodological 
stance enables him to maintain philological precision and gain 
broader anthropological insights. The main chapters in this 
section situate Norelius’ intervention within the significant 
research of Ernst Arbman on “dual soul” theories. Norelius 
questions Arbman’s model by differentiating the free-soul (or 
psyche) and the body-soul, and he considers its relevance to the 
Vedic materials. The core chapters (Parts One–Three) closely 
reflect on the most important concepts related to the soul in 
Vedic literature: asu (vital force), manas (mind), prāṇa (breath), 
puruṣa (person), and ātman. Norelius follows the changes in 
the meaning of these terms, showing how they are closely re-
lated but expressed with nuanced differences in the Ṛgveda, 
Brāhmaṇas, and Āraṇyakas and then in the early Upaniṣads. 
His linguistic and textual analyses are thorough and are sup-
ported by his close readings of the Sanskrit passages. The 
work argues that instead of a single consistent soul doctrine, 
early Vedic religion featured multiple “vital principles” which 
merged into the idea of a single, immortal self only in the late 
Vedic period. Equally important is Norelius’s engagement with 
the wide-ranging debate concerning the change of the intel-
lect, that is, the change from externally performed rituals to 
the interiorisation of metaphysical speculation. He argues that 

the Vedic focus on self-examination and the growth of renun-
ciatory ideals are the factors that signify the origin of a philo-
sophical self different from the one performing the ritual. He 
argues that the “interiorization of ritual,” which leads to the 
Upaniṣadic ātman-doctrine, is a formative deep conceptualiza-
tion of the human being and its relationship with the cosmic 
‌order. Though the density of the philological detail might be a 
challenge for readers who are not specialists in Sanskrit stud-
ies, the work’s lucid argument and extensive scope turn it into 
an indispensable source of reference for scholars of Vedic reli-
gion, Indian philosophy, and comparative theology. The book 
combines elements of philology, philosophy, and the study of 
religion. By mapping the changes of the self from ritualistic to 
reflective, Norelius discloses the Vedic concept of the individ-
ual and effectively conveys the long legacy of Indian inquiry 
into the fundamentals of human life.

Prayash Gupta
Sikkim Manipal University

East Asia

TECHNICIANS AND ARTISANS OF HEAVEN-AND-EARTH: 
IMPERIAL MEMORIES OF DIVINERS, PHYSICIANS, AND 
CRAFTSMEN FROM MID-MEDIEVAL CHINA. By Stephan N. 
Kory. Prognostication in History, 12. Brill, 2025. Pp. xxviii + 
402. €125.00.

The volume deals with the social and cultural role that the 
Chinese tradition assigned to professionals who provided es-
sential services while often remaining independent, neither 
seeking nor being offered an official position. The topic is 
underresearched, and for this reason, Kory presents layers 
of historiographical and bibliographical material. He argues 
for including artisans, that is, those skilled in script, paint-
ing, engraving, games, or mechanical crafts (jīqiǎo 機巧), in 
a field dominated by experts in prognosticative and medi-
cal arts and takes an interest in how the official historians 
viewed the technicians’ contribution to the ruler’s and the 
wider society’s well-being. The focus lies on the translation 
and interpretation of “Arrayed Traditions of Technicians and 
Artisans” in three dynastic histories from the sixth to the 
seventh centuries. Kory demonstrates how technicians and 
artisans were appointed to and worked for specialized offices 
at the imperial court or for influential personages, and, im-
portantly, how they became eligible for appointment. Their 
careers usually began with family traditions and included 
periods of itinerancy and reclusion, often in proximity to 
Daoist or Buddhist practitioners. The volume ignores work 
that tackles the gap that customarily separates figures in of-
ficial positions from those immersed in technical knowledge 
(e.g., Csikszentmihalyi and Nylan, “Technical Arts in the Han 
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