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first thing that comes to mind is Hú Shì’s 胡適 (1891–1962) 
research. Hú Shì combed through Shénhuì’s works and the 
concept of sudden enlightenment, viewing Shénhuì as the 
founder of the Southern School of Chán and the destroyer of the 
Northern School. From a sectarian perspective, the Southern 
and Northern Schools of Chán, seen as representatives of sud-
den and gradual enlightenment respectively, appeared to be 
irreconcilably opposed. From a historical development stand-
point, there was also a transition issue between early Chán 
and classical Chán. In fact, the intersection of these contra-
dictions and issues lies in Shénhuì, which is the main reason 
this book focuses on studying him. The book consists of two 
parts: the first part is an analysis of Shénhuì’s Chán texts, and 
the second part is an exploration of Shénhuì’s thoughts and 
their impact. On the whole, based on newly discovered stele 
inscriptions and textual evidence, McRae (1947–2011) con-
ducts a systematic examination of Shénhuì’s life, works, and 
the concept of sudden enlightenment, uncovering close connec-
tions between Shénhuì’s life and thoughts and the Northern 
School of Chán. These connections serve as evidence that the 
Southern and Northern Schools of Chán were not diametrically 
opposed. Meanwhile, against the backdrop of the complex rela-
tionships between the Southern and Northern Schools of Chán, 
as well as between early Chán and classical Chán, McRae re-
defines Shénhuì’s position and the significance of his sudden 
enlightenment thought in the history of Chán. That is, Shénhuì 
is more accurately depicted not as a Chán master but as a mis-
sionary, as he was more concerned with expanding the flock 
than with the issue of cultivation after sudden enlightenment. 
Overall, based on solid textual and conceptual analysis, McRae 
criticizes the errors in Hú Shì’s research on Shénhuì, refines 
the relationship between the Southern and Northern Schools 
of Chán, and redefines the position of Shénhuì and his sudden 
enlightenment thought, thereby forming a new paradigm in the 
history of Chán. Finally, this book is a must-read for anyone 
interested in the history of Chán Buddhism.

Yumin Dai
Nanjing University

THE BUDDHIST TANTRAS: A GUIDE. By David B. Gray. 
Guides to Sacred Texts. Oxford University Press, 2023. Pp. viii 
+ 277. Hardback, $110.00; Paperback, $25.99.

As part of the Guides to Sacred Texts series, The Buddhist 
Tantras: A Guide follows the series’ overall format, focusing on 
Buddhist tantric texts in terms of their dates of composition and 
traditions of authorship, their structure and contents, and is-
sues they raise. Chapter One defines relevant terms, addresses 
the tantric texts’ dates, and explores the historical context for 
the Buddhist tantras’ emergence in India in the seventh century 
CE. Presenting them as Buddhist manifestations of the larger 

tantric movement from the mid-500 CE to ca. 1500 CE and treat-
ing them as textual records of several elements of Buddhist 
ritual and contemplative practices, it traces Buddhist tantras’ 
sources within and outside the Buddhist traditions, addresses 
myths of their emergence and the ways those narratives reflect 
their origins, and explores the tantras’ authorship and struc-
ture. Chapter Two addresses the Buddhist tantras’ contents and 
related elements, including the rhetoric of tantric lineages, the 
tantras’ narrative structure, their language and style, their phil-
osophical views and their connection with practice, and their 
contemplative and ritual practices, such as mandala visual-
izations and other elements of the generation and completion 
stages, and tantric initiation rites. Chapter Three addresses the 
process of dissemination and reception of tantric Buddhism his-
torically in Asia and recently in the West—a process traditionally 
facilitated by the appeal of tantric ritual and magical practices. 
Chapter Four explores different, yet often intertextually related, 
types of tantric literature, including tantras themselves, their 
commentaries, ritual texts, and meditation manuals, as well as 
different ways of classifying tantric literature and organizing 
it into canons. Chapter Five addresses the tantras’ transgres-
sive rhetoric, particularly their sexual and violent elements, 
how they affected tantric transmission and reception, and how 
they inspired several translation and exegetical strategies. 
Designed as an introduction to the Buddhist tantric texts for 
readers with no previous knowledge of Buddhism, the book in 
fact offers a highly accessible, insightful, and detailed survey 
of the historical development, main features, and key issues of 
tantric Buddhism. It will be of particular interest to advanced 
undergraduate and graduate students and scholars of Buddhist 
Studies, Asian Studies, and Religious Studies.

Yaroslav Komarovski
University of Nebraska-Lincoln

EAST ASIAN RELIGIOSITIES IN THE EUROPEAN UNION: 
GLOBALISATION, MIGRATION, AND HYBRIDITY. Edited by 
Laurence Cox, Ugo Dessì, and Lukas K. Pokorny. Religion and 
Transformation in Contemporary European Society, 29. Brill 
Schöningh, 2024. Pp. x + 467. Hardback, $134.00.

This volume is a timely and important work that raises aware-
ness of the manifold influences that East Asian religiosities 
have had on contemporary European societies and culture. The 
authors made strenuous efforts to provide a comprehensive 
picture of the impact of East Asian religious formations on the 
spiritual landscape of the European Union. Given the field’s 
heavily under-researched state, the book is unable to provide a 
complete overview of all the EU member countries concerning 
East Asian religiosity. Out of the twenty-five chapters, nineteen 
deal with individual member states in terms of how various 
forms of East Asian (i.e., Chinese, Korean, Japanese, and 
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Vietnamese) religiosities feature in the analyzed countries and 
what forms of local religious manifestations and hybridizations 
are present in each. Following the country-specific chapters, a 
thematic section begins that elaborates such conceptual, polit-
ical, and ideological issues as religion and migration (Chapter 
Twenty-One), Orientalism and Occidentalism (Chapter Twenty-
Two), East Asian religiosity and sexuality in the EU (Chapter 
Twenty-Three), plus Eastern spirituality in martial arts in 
Europe (Chapter Twenty-Four). The final chapter proceeds to 
take a look outside of the main scope of the book into a future 
research project, delving into the study of Mongolian religions 
in the EU (Chapter Twenty-Five). All in all, this scholarly enter-
prise is a greatly commendable undertaking, which, precisely 
because it has not achieved completeness in spite of the best 
efforts of its editors, supports the argument that the existing 
lacunae must be further investigated. As the editors expressed, 
“The difficulty of putting the collection together is also a testa-
ment that we are dealing with a glaring amount of work that 
needs doing.” Notwithstanding the difficulties of researching a 
field that has scant literature and is, by and large, barely visible 
to society due to its tendency to remain on the margins, each 
chapter reveals something exciting and new that is far from 
being common knowledge even among specialists. The ways in 
which East Asian diasporic communities organize their daily 
lives around religious routines in Austria, the manner in which 
Eastern forms of martial arts such as aikido, taekwondo, or ka-
rate spread in communist Bulgaria, or the process by which 
Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) has become popular in 
Sweden are but a fraction of the captivating topics that the vol-
ume has to offer. The compendium is warmly recommended not 
only to scholars and students of Eastern religions, but to a more 
general reading audience as well: to readers who are keen on 
learning how the hybridization of thought and behavior takes 
place in a rapidly globalizing world.

Lehel Balogh
University of Szeged

BUDDHIST MASTERS OF MODERN CHINA: THE LIVES 
AND LEGACIES OF EIGHT EMINENT TEACHERS. Edited by 
Benjamin Brose. Shambhala Publications, 2025. Pp. 304. $24.95.

This volume, edited by Benjamin Brose, offers the most com-
prehensive English-language introduction to the so-called 
Buddhist revival of the late Qing and Republican eras through 
the lives and writings of eight major teachers. It is both bi-
ographical and documentary: each chapter pairs a concise 
but contextualized life story with translations of selected 
writings, allowing readers to see how individual thought was 
shaped by and in turn reshaped the institutions of Chinese 
Buddhism. The figures include eminent monks such as Taixu, 
Hongyi, and Yinguang, but also less internationally known 

masters whose contributions have been equally vital to mod-
ern Buddhist identity. The section on Taixu is particularly 
valuable. It presents not only his famous call for “Buddhism 
for this world” but also his concrete attempts at institutional 
reform, including curricula for modern Buddhist academies. 
The translations, excerpts from his essays on education and 
social service, illustrate how Taixu envisioned a Buddhism that 
could rival Christianity in public influence while retaining tra-
ditional soteriological aims. Similarly, the chapter on Hongyi 
underscores the creative blending of personal discipline, ar-
tistic refinement, and moral charisma. Brose and contributors 
highlight Hongyi’s calligraphic and musical accomplishments 
alongside his rigorous Vinaya practice, showing how esthetic 
sensibility itself became a form of Buddhist authority. Equally 
compelling is the treatment of Yinguang. His single-minded 
promotion of Pure Land devotion appears conservative when 
set against Taixu’s reformism, yet the editors rightly empha-
size how Yinguang’s teachings attracted lay followers across 
China and Taiwan, shaping devotional practices that remain 
influential today. Other chapters broaden the perspective by 
examining figures whose work spanned scholarship, social 
activism, and new lay networks. For instance, Laiguo’s Chan 
teaching reveals a quietist alternative to both radical reform 
and devotional consolidation, while biographies of less widely 
known teachers trace how Buddhist thought circulated trans-
nationally through the diaspora. The translated texts, ranging 
from sermons and essays to poems, are a major strength of 
the collection. They allow readers to grasp rhetorical styles and 
doctrinal emphases, not just later scholarly interpretation. The 
editorial introductions provide sufficient historical framing 
without overwhelming the reader, making the book accessible 
for classroom use while retaining scholarly rigor. In this re-
spect, the work builds on recent English-language scholarship 
on Chinese Buddhism but is distinctive in presenting primary 
sources in a well-curated format. If the book has a limitation, 
it lies in the necessary brevity of each chapter. Some discus-
sions—particularly of the political pressures faced by monas-
tics during the Republican period—could have benefited from 
deeper archival grounding. Likewise, the theme of gender, al-
though present in scattered references, is less developed than 
one might expect given the contributions of women in the re-
vival. Nevertheless, this volume is a significant achievement. 
By bringing together authoritative introductions and carefully 
translated writings, it provides a reliable and nuanced entry 
point into modern Chinese Buddhism. It will be indispensable 
for teaching modern Asian religions, while also offering schol-
ars a compact reference on the key figures whose ideas and 
practices continue to shape Chinese Buddhism in mainland 
China, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and the diaspora.

Hanyi Zhang
Humboldt-University of Berlin
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