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Religion in Austria: Master’s and Doctoral
Theses Submitted at Austrian Universities
2021

Lukas K. Pokorny

1. Preliminaries

What follows is a collection of Master’s and doctoral theses submitted at
Austrian Universities in 2021 pertaining to the subject of religion in Austria.
Included are six doctoral theses approved at the Universities of Vienna (3),
Graz (2), and Innsbruck (1) in the fields of History (2), Catholic Theology
(1), Law (1), Sociology (1), and Theatre, Film, and Media Studies (1).

The seventy-nine Master’s/Diploma theses assembled here are from the
Universities of Vienna (24), Graz (23), Salzburg (13), Innsbruck (7), Linz
(6), Klagenfurt (3), the TU Wien (2), and the University College of Teacher
Education Styria (1), written in the fields of History (17), Law (13), Catholic
Theology (7), Catholic Religious Education (6), (Catholic) Church History
(6), Education (6), Art History (5), Religious Studies (4), Development Stud-
ies (2), Ethics (2), Islamic Religious Education (2), Literature (2), Social and
Cultural Anthropology (2), Communication (1), Global Studies (1), Linguis-
tics (1), Psychology (1), and Sociology (1).

2. Doctoral Theses

(1)  Eisele, Teresa Ida. 2021. “Spiel- und Spiegelform des Lebens. Theat-
rale Praktiken jldischer Erfahrung in der Wiener Moderne [Play and
Mirror-Image Forms of Life: Theatric Practices of Jewish Experience
in Viennese Modernism].” Ph.D. Thesis, University of Vienna.

Submitted to the Department of Theatre, Film, and Media Studies (In-
stitut fr Theater-, Film- und Medienwissenschaft) at the Faculty of
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Philological and Cultural Studies; supervised by Stefan Hulfeld (Uni-
versity of Vienna), examined by Matthias Warstat (Freie Universitét
Berlin) and Nicolas Berg (University of Cologne); 398pp.

Juen, Petra. 2021. “Potentiale und Herausforderungen der reli-
gion(en)- und konfession(en)ibergreifenden Zusammenarbeit in der
Schule. Eine qualitativ-empirische Studie an ausgewahlten Tiroler
Schulen [Possibilities and Challenges of Cross-religious and Cross-
confessional Collaboration in Schools: A Qualitative-Empirical Study
at Selected Tyrolean Schools].” Ph.D. Thesis, University of Innsbruck.

Submitted to the Department of Practical Theology (Institut fiir Prak-
tische Theologie) at the Faculty of Catholic Theology; supervised by
Martina Kraml (University of Innsbruck) and Wolfgang Weirer (Uni-
versity of Graz), examined by Martina Kraml and Andrea Lehner-
Hartmann (University of Vienna); 278pp.

Koren, Maximilian. 2021. “Die Lebensbeschreibung des Paters Lau-
rentius Doberschitz OSB aus Kremsmuinster 1734-1799. Edition —
Kommentar — Bewertung [The Biography of Father Laurentius
Doberschitz OSB from Kremsmunster 1734-1799: Edition — Com-
mentary — Evaluation].” Ph.D. Thesis (open access), University of
Graz.

Submitted to the Institute of History (Institut fir Geschichte) at the
Faculty of Arts and Humanities; supervised by Gilnther Bernhard
(University of Graz), examined by Glnther Bernhard (University of
Salzburg) and Marliese Raffler (University of Graz); 360pp.

Miesgang, Sabine. 2021. “‘Bif} nach, und nach alles abgenohmen hat’
— Die Verehrung des kanonisierten Babenbergers Leopold Ill. in der
Frithen Neuzeit [Bif3 nach, und nach alles abgenohmen hat’ — The Ve-
neration of the Canonised Babenberger Leopold 11l in Early Modern
Times].” Ph.D. Thesis (open access), University of Graz.

Submitted to the Department of History (Institut fir Geschichte) at the
Faculty of Arts and Humanities; supervised by Gabriele Haug-Moritz
(University of Graz), examined by Gabriele Haug-Moritz and Martin
Scheutz (University of Vienna); 322pp.
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Krivanek, Desiree. 2021. “Ora et labora: Eine gesundheitssoziolo-
gische Studie Uber die Lebenszufriedenheit von élteren Ordensleuten
in Osterreich im Kontext von lebenslangem Arbeiten [Ora et labora:
A Health-Sociological Study on the Life Satisfaction of Older Monas-
tics in Austria in the Context of Lifelong Work].” Ph.D. Thesis (open
access), University of Vienna.

Submitted to the Department of Sociology (Institut fir Soziologie) at
the Faculty of Social Sciences; supervised and examined by Franz
Kolland (University of Vienna); 240pp.

Werni, Florian. 2021. “Religionsgemeinschaften und Gleichheit: Stu-
dien zum osterreichischen Verfassungsrecht [Religious Communities
and Equality: Studies in Austrian Constitutional Law].” J.D. Thesis,
University of Vienna.

Submitted to the Department of Constitutional and Administrative
Law (Institut fir Staats- und Verwaltungsrecht) at the Faculty of Law;
supervised by Franz Merli, examined by Magdalena Pdschl and Stefan
Schima (University of Vienna); 401pp.

3. Master’s Theses

(1)

()

Arthofer, Lucia Anna. 2021. “Die alte Pfarrkirche Miinichholz. Ges-
chichte, Bestandsaufnahme, Revitalisierung [The OId Parish Church
of Minichholz: History, Structural Survey, Revitalisation]. Diploma
Thesis (open access), TU Wien.

Submitted to the Department of History of Art, Building Archaeology,
and Restoration (Institut fir Kunstgeschichte, Bauforschung und
Denkmalpflege) at the Faculty of Architecture and Planning; super-
vised by Nott Caviezel (TU Wien) and Anna Maria Borowska (TU
Wien), examined by Nott Cabiezel; 236pp.

Backfrieder, Thomas. 2021. “Die Integration muslimischer Mi-
grantinnen und Migranten in Osterreich [The Integration of Female
Muslim Migrants in Austria].” M.A. Thesis (open access), University
of Graz.
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Submitted in Global Studies at the Faculty of Environmental, Re-
gional, and Educational Sciences; supervised and examined by Franz
Hollinger (University of Graz); 98pp.

Bittera, Laura Raphaela. 2021. “Muslimische Feminismen in Oster-
reich. Wie wirkt sich der dominante Islamdiskurs auf das Engagement
von muslimischen Feminist*innen in Osterreich aus? [Muslim Femi-
nisms in Austria: How Does the Dominant Discourse on Islam Affect
the Engagement of Muslim Feminists in Austria?].” M.A. Thesis, Uni-
versity of Vienna.

Submitted to the Department of Development Studies (Institut fur In-
ternationale Entwicklung) at the Faculty of Social Sciences; super-
vised and examined by Sabine Prokop (University of Vienna); 123pp.

Bitzer, Matthias. 2021. “Die Integration muslimischer MigrantInnen
in Osterreich aus Sicht der Friedens- und Konfliktforschung. Kon-
fliktpunkte, historische Hintergriinde und aktuelle Ldsungsperspek-
tiven [The Integration of Muslim Migrants in Austria from the Per-
spective of Peace and Conflict Research: Points of Conflict, Historical
Backgrounds, and Current Solution Perspectives].” Diploma Thesis
(open access), University of Graz.

Submitted to the Institute of History (Institut fir Geschichte) at the
Faculty of Arts and Humanities; supervised and examined by Niko-
laus Reisinger (University of Graz); 133pp.

Bodlos, Isabella. 2021. “Strategien der Bildungsarbeit zur Abwehr
von Antisemitismus [Strategies in Educational Work to Ward off
Anti-Semitism].” Diploma Thesis (open access), University of Graz.

Submitted to the Institute of History (Institut fir Geschichte) at the
Faculty of Arts and Humanities; supervised and examined by Gerald
Lamprecht (University of Graz); 89pp.

Boubaker, Mohamed. 2021. “Interreligioses Lernen im islamischen
und katholischen Religionsunterricht. Eine kritische Untersuchung zu
Bedingungen, Chancen und didaktischen Zugéngen des interreligit-
sen Dialogs in dsterreichischen Mittelschulen [Interreligious Learning
in Islamic and Catholic Religious Education: A Critical Study of the
Conditions, Opportunities, and Didactic Approaches to Interreligious
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Dialogue in Austrian Secondary Schools].” M.A. Thesis (open access),
University of Vienna.

Submitted to the Department of Islamic-Theological Studies (Institut
fir Islamisch-Theologische Studien) at the Faculty of Philological and
Cultural Studies; supervised and examined by Ednan Aslan (Univer-
sity of Vienna); 137pp.

Brandstitter, Walter. 2021. “Die Festung Hohensalzburg im Spiegel
frihneuzeitlicher Quellen aus der Regierungszeit Erzbischofs Mat-
théus Lang von Wellenburg (1519-1540) [Hohensalzburg Fortress as
Reflected in Early Modern Sources during the Reign of Archbishop
Matth&us Lang von Wellenburg (1519-1540)].” M.Ed. Thesis (open
access), University of Salzburg.

Submitted to the Department of History (Fachbereich Geschichte) at
the Faculty of Social Sciences; supervised and examined by Christina
Antenhofer (University of Salzburg); 179pp.

Brieger, Isolde. 2021. “Die Krypta als Heiligengrablege im mit-
telalterlichen Osterreich [The Crypt as a Burial Place for Saints in Me-
dieval Austria].” M.A. Thesis (open access), University of Vienna.

Submitted to the Department of Art History (Institut fir Kunstges-
chichte) at the Faculty of Historical and Cultural Studies; supervised
and examined by Barbara Schedl (University of Vienna); 173pp.

Brunner, Julia. 2021. “Religion live erleben. Zur Relevanz
auBerschulischer Lernorte im Rahmen des katholischen Religionsun-
terrichts [Experiencing Religion Live: On the Relevance of Extracur-
ricular Places of Learning in the Context of Catholic Religious Edu-
cation at Schools].” M.A. Thesis (open access), University of Graz.

Submitted to the Institute of Catechetics and Religious Education (In-
stitut flr Katechetik und Religionspadagogik) at the Faculty of Cath-
olic Theology; supervised and examined by Monika Prettenthaler
(University of Graz); 93pp.

Christian, Raphaela Maria. 2021. “Sr. Hedwig Wahle (1931-2001)
und ihre Bedeutung flr den jldisch-christlichen Dialog [Sr. Hedwig
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Wahle (1931-2001) and Her Significance for Jewish-Christian Dia-
logue].” M.Th. Thesis, University of Graz.

Submitted to the Institute of Church History and Contemporary
Church History (Institut fur Kirchengeschichte und kirchliche Zeitges-
chichte) at the Faculty of Catholic Theology; supervised and exam-
ined by Michaela Sohn-Kronthaler (University of Graz); 128pp.

Csuk, Antonia. 2021. “Cuius negotium, eius religio? Ausgewdhlte
Fragestellungen aus dem Spannungsfeld von Religion und Arbeits-
recht [Cuius negotium, eius religio? Selected Issues from the Area of
Tension between Religion and Labour Law].” M.Jur. Thesis, Univer-
sity of Graz.

Submitted to the Institute of Labour Law and Social Security Law (In-
stitut flr Arbeitsrecht und Sozialrecht) at the Faculty of Law; super-
vised and examined by Michael Friedrich (University of Graz); 90pp.

Dankl, Sandro. 2021. “Religionsfreiheit in Osterreich — Entwick-
lungstendenzen von 1848 bis 2020 [Freedom of Religion in Austria —
Development Trends from 1848 to 2020].” M.Jur. Thesis (open ac-
cess), University of Linz.

Submitted to the Institute of Canon and Religious Law and European
Legal History (Institut fur Kanonistik, Europdische Rechtsgeschichte
und Religionsrecht) at the Faculty of Law; supervised by Herbert Kalb
(University of Linz) and Angelika Grobner (University of Linz), ex-
amined by Herbert Kalb; 49pp.

Deinhofer, Felix. 2021. “Michael Memelauer (1874-1961) als Seel-
sorger, Hirte und Reformer in der Didzese St. P6lten [Michael Me-
melauer (1874-1961) as Chaplain, Shepherd, and Reformer in the Di-
ocese of St. Polten].” M.Th. Thesis (open access), University of Vi-
enna.

Submitted to the Department of Historical Theology (Institut fiir His-
torische Theologie) at the Faculty of Catholic Theology; supervised
and examined by Thomas Prigl (University of Vienna); 149pp.

Diethart, Anna. 2021. “Das gute Leben als Emanzipationsprozess.
Autobiografien von Frauen im Kontext von religidser Diversitat [The
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Good Life as a Process of Emancipation: Autobiographies of Women
in the Context of Religious Diversity].” M.A. Thesis (open access),
University of Graz.

Submitted in the area of Applied Ethics to the Institute of Philosophy
(Institut fur Philosophie) at the Faculty of Catholic Theology; super-
vised and examined by Hans-Walter Ruckenbauer (University of
Graz); 96pp.

Egger, Reinhard Gernot. 2021. “Leben aus Nazi-Osterreich vertriebe-
ner Jidinnen und Juden. Von der Zwischenkriegszeit bis zur Flucht
vor dem Nationalsozialismus anhand von Memoiren im Online-Ar-
chiv des Leo-Baeck-Institutes [Lives of Jews Expelled from Nazi
Austria: From the Interwar Period to the Flight from National Socia-
lism Drawing on Memoirs from the Online Archive of the Leo Baeck
Institute].” Diploma Thesis (open access), University of Graz.

Submitted to the Institute of History (Institut fir Geschichte) at the
Faculty of Arts and Humanities; supervised and examined by Klaus
Hodl (University of Graz); 89pp.

Fahrngruber, Doris. 2021. “Katholische Organisationen fiir Arbeite-
rinnen in Wien von ihren Anfangen bis 1918 zwischen Bevormun-
dung und Selbstbestimmung [Catholic Organisations for Women
Workers in Vienna from Their Beginnings to 1918 In-between Pater-
nalism and Self-determination].” M.Ed. Thesis (open access), Univer-
sity of Vienna.

Submitted to the Department of Historical Theology (Institut flr His-
torische Theologie) at the Faculty of Catholic Theology; supervised
and examined by Rupert Klieber; 116pp.

Fian, Luca. 2021. “Des Kaisers neuer Papst? — Die Beziehungen
zwischen Papst Pius X. und Kaiser Franz Joseph I. beim Konklave
1903 und wahrend des Ausbruchs des Ersten Weltkrieges [The Em-
peror’s New Pope? — The Relations between Pope Pius X and Em-
peror Franz Joseph | at the 1903 Conclave and During the Outbreak
of the First World War].” M.Th. Thesis (open access), University of
Graz.
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Submitted to the Institute of Church History and Contemporary
Church History (Institut fur Kirchengeschichte und kirchliche Zeitges-
chichte) at the Faculty of Catholic Theology; supervised and exam-
ined by Michaela Sohn-Kronthaler (University of Graz); 129pp.

Fidler, Viktoria and Charlotte Trunk. 2021. “Achtsamkeit im Schul-
kontext. Uber die Notwendigkeit und Umsetzung der Achtsamkeit im
osterreichischen Bildungsbereich [Mindfulness in the School Context:
On the Necessity and Implementation of Mindfulness in the Austrian
Education Sector].” M.Ed. Thesis (open access), University College
of Teacher Education Styria (Padagogische Hochschule Steiermark).

Submitted to the Institute for Secondary Teacher Education (Institut
fur Sekundarstufe Allgemeinbildung); supervised and examined by
Andrea Holzinger (University College of Teacher Education Styria)
and Barbara Steinscherer-Silly (University College of Teacher Edu-
cation Styria); 172pp.

Flachberger, Hannah. 2021. “Churchplanting. Beitrag zur Ekklesio-
genese im katholischen Kontext [Church-planting: A Contribution to
Ecclesiogenesis in the Catholic Context].” M.A. Thesis (open access),
University of Vienna.

Submitted in the area of Catholic Religious Education to the Depart-
ment of Practical Theology (Institut fir Praktische Theologie) at the
Faculty of Catholic Theology; supervised and examined by Johann
Pock (University of Vienna); 120pp.

Flisar, Melanie. 2021. “Sexualpddagogische Erziehung im Namen des
Herrn. Eine Analyse Uber christlich-motivierte Konversionsmafinah-
men in Deutschland und Osterreich [Sex Education in the Name of the
Lord: An Analysis on Christian-motivated Conversion Measures in
Germany and Austria].” M.A. Thesis, University of Vienna.

Submitted to the Department of Development Studies (Institut fur In-
ternationale Entwicklung) at the Faculty of Social Sciences; super-
vised and examined by Sabine Prokop (University of Vienna); 185pp.

Friedrich, Veronika. 2021. “Wenn wir wiissten wer wir sind — Religi-
Ose Identitatsprozesse bei Gefllchteten im interreligisen digitalen
Lernraum [If We Knew Who We Are — Religious Identity Processes
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among Refugees in the Interreligious Digital Learning Space].” M.A.
Thesis (open access), University of Salzburg.

Submitted in the area of Religious Studies to the Department of Sys-
tematic Theology (Fachbereich Systematische Theologie) at the Fac-
ulty of Catholic Theology; supervised and examined by Martin R6t-
ting (University of Salzburg); 140pp.

Geirhofer, Hannes. 2021. “Die Katholische Aktion der Didzese Sankt
Pdlten. Ein pastoraltheologischer Blick auf 70 Jahre Bestehen und den
Umgang mit den Herausforderungen der Zeit [The Katholische Ak-
tion at the Diocese of Sankt Polten: A Pastoral-theological View of
Seventy Years of Existence and Its Engagement with the Challenges
of the Time].” M.Ed. Thesis (open access), University of Vienna.

Submitted in the area of Catholic Religious Education to the Depart-
ment of Practical Theology (Institut flr Praktische Theologie) at the
Faculty of Catholic Theology; supervised and examined by Johann
Pock (University of Vienna); 103pp.

Gjergji, Nikson. 2021. “Das ‘Spezialkinderheim’ im Sacré-Ceeur-
Kloster in Pressbaum in den Jahren 1939 bis 1941 [The ‘Special Chil-
dren’s Home’ at the Sacré-Ceeur Monastery in Pressbaum in the Years
1939 to 1941].” M.A. Thesis, University of Graz.

Submitted to the Institute of Church History and Contemporary
Church History (Institut fir Kirchengeschichte und kirchliche Zeitges-
chichte) at the Faculty of Catholic Theology; supervised and exam-
ined by Michaela Sohn-Kronthaler (University of Graz); 131pp.

Gmoser, Agnes. 2021. “‘Juden sind reich, Muslimas unterdriickt, Re-
ligion ist Humbug, ... Strategien zur Bearbeitung religidser
Vorurteile im Ethikunterricht [‘Jews are Rich, Female Muslims are
Oppressed, Religion is Humbug, ...”: Strategies for Dealing with Re-
ligious Prejudices in Ethics Education at School].” M. A. Thesis (open
access), University of Graz.

Submitted to the Institute of Catechetics and Religious Education (In-
stitut fir Katechetik und Religionspadagogik) at the Faculty of Cath-
olic Theology; supervised and examined by Wolfgang Weirer (Uni-
versity of Graz); 82pp.
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Grandl, Johannes. 2021. “‘Arisierungen’ in der ‘Ostmark’ und im
‘Altreich’. Verfahrensunterschiede bei der Ausschaltung der jidi-
schen Bevolkerung aus dem Wirtschaftsleben [‘Aryanisations’ in the
‘Ostmark’ and the ‘Altreich’: Procedural Differences in the Elimina-
tion of the Jewish Population from Economic Life].” M.Jur. Thesis
(open access), University of Linz.

Submitted to the Institute of Canon and Religious Law and European
Legal History (Institut fiir Kanonistik, Europaische Rechtsgeschichte
und Religionsrecht) at the Faculty of Law; supervised and examined
by Herbert Kalb (University of Linz); 60pp.

Gussmagg, Lena. 2021. ““Von normaler Kindheit ist keine Red’. Ji-
dische Kindheit und Jugend im Graz der Zwischenkriegszeit [“Von
normaler Kindheit ist keine Red’: Jewish Childhood and Youth in In-
terwar Graz].” M.Ed. Thesis (open access), University of Graz.

Submitted to the Institute of History (Institut fir Geschichte) at the
Faculty of Arts and Humanities; supervised and examined by Ursula
Katharina Mindler-Steiner; 156pp.

Hahn, Katharina. 2021. “Jiidisch — Nicht-Jidische Begegnungen vor
Gericht um 1900 [Jewish—Non-Jewish Encounters in Court around
1900].” Diploma Thesis (open access), University of Graz.

Submitted to the Institute of History (Institut fir Geschichte) at the
Faculty of Arts and Humanities; supervised and examined by Klaus
Hodl (University of Graz); 154pp.

Halilovi¢, Nahla. 2021. “Die Kopftuch-Frage: Bedeutung-
szuschreibungen junger Musliminnen zwischen Freiheit und Zwang
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